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B-179741 January 28, 1974

¥r, Villlan G, Dodds

Authorized Certifying Officer

Satinnal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

U. S. Departmeant of Cocuzerce A

hockville, Haryland 20832 BESF n-rw "'""1 qng[:
4 i il LM
Peuxr Mr. Doddss - “ mits

Wa refar to your letter dated September 19, 1973, raferance ADS3,
in-which you enclose the travel voushcr of Federico A, Gonzales for
§208.90 and ask for an advanca dec{sion as to the propristy of certle
fying ic for payment. |

The racord indicates that Mr. Gonzaies was authorized reimburse~
ment of relocation expenses by Travel Order No. 2-WF5-0620 dated
July 20, 1571, and Amendment No. 1 dated November 22, 1971, transe
ferring him froe: Brownaville, Texas, to Miani, Florida, Mr. Gonzales
reported for duty at his new official station on August 9, 1971, He
took certain stepo to purchase a vesidence at hls new nfficial duty
station prior to May 20, 1972, but the contract {or the purchaase of
such residence was actually entered into and signed on September j,
1972, more than one year aftar he reparted for duty at his nev offie
¢inl duty station.
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You stats that under the provisions of section 4.le of 0ffica of

Kansgement and Budget Clrcular lo. A-36, applicable at the time of his
roquest,Hr, Gonzales was jenied an axtension of time within which to

purchase his residenca and claim reiubucrsement for the axpenses in
cornaction therawith., However, in view of the liberalization of the
provisions of secticn 4.le cfZagtive October 28, 1972, which authorizas
heads of ugencies ur thelr designees to nrant axtensions of the one-
year period whon thuy are justified, you ask if this could properly ba
done in Hr, Conzales' case snd whether or not under the circuastances
you may certify the voucher for payment,

Mr. Conzales' initial one-year period, within which he could
purchase hia cresidence, expired on August 9, 1972, By that date he
had not entervd into & valid contract for the purchase of his 7esidenge
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and he was not engaged in litigation in connecticon therevith so that
st extension of the ons-year paviod could be granted undey ths than
applicable vegulations, As to the effect of the October 28, 1972
smendment to the vegulations,37 F,R. 23128, we have held that such
saendmant is prospective in nature and can not be applied ratro-
actively, See B~176386, March 12, 1973, copy encloved,

Accordingly, the head of your agency has no autharity to approve

en extension in this case and the voucher which ia veturned hervewith
wmay not be cartified for paynant,

Sin:eraly yours,
BF KELLER

Dtpuﬁy Comptroller Genaral
ef the United States
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